Potomac Council

Quarterly Meeting – April 4, 2003

Colonial Beach, Virginia

Council Chairman Martin Nohe called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  Those present were:

   Martin Nohe, Prince William SWCD Representative

   Sam Johnson, Northern Neck SWCD Representative

   Art Hart, Tri-County/City SWCD Representative

   Mary Lou Trimble, John Marshall SWCD Representative

   Mike Blake, John Marshall SWCD Alternate Representative

   Jim Boland, Loudoun SWCD Representative

   Greg Evans, Northern Virginia SWCD Representative

   Marc Aveni, DCR

   Debbie Cross, DCR

   Theresa Tabulenas, NNSWCD

   Diane Hoffman, NVSWCD   

Approval of Minutes.  A motion (Hart-Johnson) passed to approve the minutes of the January 10, 2003 meeting as distributed.

Charter and By-Law Changes.  A motion (Hart-Boland) passed unanimously to amend the Council Charter and By-Laws to change the DCR Watershed Manager from a voting member to a non-voting member and advisor to the Council.  Also, Mrs. Cross agreed to mark-up the Charter and By-Laws with changes to reflect the way in which the Council currently operates.  This will be mailed in advance of the meeting to members for their consideration and approval at the July 11 meeting.

DCR Representation and Support.  Marc Aveni, Regional Manager, Potomac Watershed Office, said he will serve as DCR’s representative to the Council.  He noted that Mrs. Cross will continue to function as DCR’s grant administrator and will interface with Council members on a regular basis.  She will attend Council meetings and provide support to the Council.  

Potomac Forum III.  Mr. Johnson reported Potomac Forum III will be held on August 8, 2003 at the Prince William campus of George Mason University.  With Mr. Aveni’s help, the Council was able to secure the use of the facility at no charge; this is a savings of $1,000.  To help with Forum expenses, the Council has submitted a grant application to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation for $3,575.  The Friends of the Potomac have pledged to contribute $500 and to co-sponsor the Forum.  The Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin has been approached to help underwrite the Forum.  Also, the Council will apply for a DCR mini-grant.  Forum topics will include: Tributary Strategies, TMDL’s, Water Quality and Water Supply.

Future Plans and Strategy of the Council.   It was noted that the Council initially was formed to create and provide support for the Potomac Watershed Roundtable and to sponsor Forums.  These two goals have been accomplished.  During a discussion as to the future of the Council, many points were made as to its value:  SWCDs need to share ideas and ban together; there is strength in numbers; SWCDs can assist with the Tributary Strategies; there is an opportunity for an expanded role of the Council; by sharing with each other, SWCDs can maximize efficiencies; from a Potomac perspective, the Council represents an area of geographic importance; and, it is efficient to meet prior to the Roundtable.  It was the consensus of the members to continue the Potomac Council and to meet prior to the Potomac Watershed Roundtable meetings.

Water Quantity/Conservation as a future issue.  Mr. Hart mentioned the need to expand the focus in Virginia from water quality to water quantity, and for SWCDs to take a leadership role in the conservation of water; this would include encouraging localities to allow LID practices.  It was noted that there is a state task force with a focus on water supply.  Ms. Tabulenas noted the Rappahannock River Basin Commission has a Water Allocation Workgroup, and that water conservation is part of the Chesapeake Bay 2000 goals.  Also, it was noted that Potomac Forum III will have water quantity as a topic.  This will be a springboard for a water conservation initiative.  It was suggested that a water conservation work group be created at the end of the Forum to brainstorm water conservation messages and to work with SWCDs and local governments to promote them.  Council members agreed that water quantity/conservation is an issue that SWCDs are concerned with and have the authority to address.  

Financial Report.  Mrs. Hoffman distributed a financial report, prepared by the Northern Virginia SWCD.  The balance of funds on March 30, 2003 was $17,224.22, of which $2,321.33 is from last year’s grant and is being held in reserve for possible return to DCR.   $965.21 of budgeted expenses was distributed during the quarter.  $4.19 was earned in interest during January and February.  A motion (Johnson-Boland) passed to accept the April financial report. 

Mr. Nohe noted the next meeting will be July 11, 2003 in Warrenton.  He adjourned the meeting at 9:55 a.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 


/s/

Diane Hoffman

NVSWCD

