Potomac Council

Quarterly Meeting – April 2, 2004

Mason District Government Center, Annandale, Virginia

Council Chairman Art Hart called the meeting to order at 9:20 a.m.  Those present were:

   Art Hart, Tri-County/City SWCD Representative

   Ron Burgess, Prince William SWCD Representative

   Sam Johnson, Northern Neck SWCD Representative

   Mary Lou Trimble, John Marshall SWCD Representative

   Greg Evans, Northern Virginia SWCD Representative

   David Bulova, Northern Virginia SWCD Alternate

   Debbie Cross, DCR

   Marc Aveni, DCR

   Diane Hoffman, NVSWCD   

Approval of Minutes.   Hearing no objections, Mr. Hart declared the minutes of the January 9, 2004 meeting approved as presented.

Financial Report.  Mrs. Hoffman distributed the financial report, prepared by the Northern Virginia SWCD.  $ 1.56 was received in interest for January and February and $1,575 was expended to support the Council and Roundtable.  The balance of funds on April 2, 2004 was $7,549.51.  

Future Funding of Council and Roundtable.   Debbie Cross said there has been a proposal to support Roundtables with funds from the Chesapeake Bay Grant.  The grants would be competitive, in the range of $7,000 to $10,000.  She submitted a request on behalf of the Potomac Roundtable.  Regarding a request from PWR jurisdictions for funding, Ron Burgess said he had not spoken to Mr. Nohe about drafting a letter.  It was noted that the letter to request funding should be sent subsequent to the letter sent to jurisdictions to request they appoint/reappoint Roundtable members and alternates.   As far as timing of the request, it was noted that jurisdictions will start to prepare FY 2006 budgets in the fall of 2004.  They are approved in early 2005 and begin July 1, 2005.  It was suggested the letter to jurisdictions have two signatures--PWR Chairman Gross and one other (e.g., the SWCD representative or current PWR member).  It was agreed that funding should be pursued from both DCR and the jurisdictions.  

Educational Initiative.  Mrs. Trimble reported on what others are doing in the area of outreach to schools.  She said that the Prince William SWCD is head and shoulders above others.  It relates educational programs to the state’s Standards of Learning and provides a list of appropriate resources.  She also noted that North Carolina has a “Kids in Woods” program.  Dana Roberts has information on programs related to Envirothon, the Water Wizard, groundwater and other school programs.  Mr. Evans said that Laura McNichol, NACD government affairs outreach specialist, could provide information about what is being done elsewhere.  He added that nonpoint source pollution is a problem that requires public education that is beyond K-12 in order to change behaviors.  Mr. Hart said it was a good idea to start with young minds.  Mr. Johnson suggested compiling the relevant information on a CD-ROM and to make it available to educators.  Mrs. Cross suggested getting SWCD education staff together to talk about what each is doing, to share programs and ideas, and to look at ways the Potomac SWCDs could provide similar programs.  

Adjournment.  Mr. Hart adjourned the meeting at 9:50.

Respectfully submitted, 

Diane Hoffman

NVSWCD

