Potomac Council

Annual Meeting - December 5, 2004

Hotel Roanoke, Roanoke, Virginia

Vice Chair Mary Lou Trimble called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.  Those present were:

   Mary Lou Trimble, John Marshall SWCD Representative

   Jennifer Krick, John Marshall SWCD Alternate

   Greg Evans, Northern Virginia SWCD Representative

   David Bulova, Northern Virginia SWCD

   Jean Packard, Northern Virginia SWCD

   Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD

   Steve Cawthron, Loudoun SWCD Representative

   Anne Burgess, Loudoun SWCD

   Jim Boland, Guest

   Ray Simms, Tri-County/City SWCD

   Gordon Linkous, Tri-County/City SWCD

   Sam Johnson, Northern Neck SWCD Representative

   J.C. Berger, Northern Neck SWCD

   Steve Danziger, Prince William SWCD Alternate

   Donald Drake, Area I Chair
   Herb Dunford, Area III Chair
   Jack Frye, DCR

   Debbie Cross, DCR

   Mark Meador, DCR

   Becky Ross, NRCS

Approval of Minutes.  A motion (Bulova-Johnson) passed to approve the minutes of the October 8, 2004 meeting, as submitted.

Financial Report.  Mrs. Hoffman reviewed the quarterly financial report.  Revenues included $1,800 from the DCR grant.  Expenses included an administrative fee to NVSWCD and a reimbursement to TCCSWCD for the tour in October.  The December 3, 2004 balance was $3,305.54.  

Representatives and Alternates for 2004.  Mrs. Trimble announced the following Council Representatives and Alternates for the coming year:  

John Marshall SWCD – Mary Lou Trimble and Jennifer Krick

Loudoun SWCD – Steve Cawthron and Pete Holden

Northern Neck SWCD – Sam Johnson and William Allensworth

Northern Virginia SWCD – David Bulova and Sally Ormsby

Prince William SWCD – Ron Burgess and Steve Danziger

Tri-County/City SWCD – Art Hart and Patricia Kurpiel.  

Host Districts.  Mrs. Trimble confirmed the following quarterly meeting dates and host districts:

January 7, 2005 – John Marshall SWCD

April 8, 2005 – Prince William SWCD

July 8, 2004 – Loudoun SWCD

October 14, 2005 – Northern Virginia SWCD

Nominating Committee Report and Election of Officers.  Mr. Johnson reported that the nominating committee recommended Art Hart (TCCSWCD) for Chair and Mary Lou Trimble (JMSWCD) for Vice-Chair. There were no other nominations from the floor.  A motion (Packard-Cawthron) passed to close the nominations and elect by acclamation Art Hart as Chair and Mary Lou Trimble as Vice-Chair.  

Potomac Forum IV.  Mr. Johnson reported that planning has begun for Potomac Forum IV on August 12, 2005.  Members of the planning committee include Sam Johnson, Steve Cawthron, Jim Christian, Chuch Hoysa, Art Hart, Diane Hoffman, Marc Aveni and Debbie Cross.  The committee will meet again on January 20, 2005. Marty Nohe is assisting with arrangements for the Forum, which will be held at the Manassas Campus of George Mason University.  The purpose of the Forum is to continue the education process and support of the Roundtable.  The focus will be on partners working together to accomplish the Tributary Strategies.  Mr. Johnson said that meeting notes will be sent to all the SWCDs and that additions and comments are welcome.

District Highlights.  Mrs. Krick said the John Marshall SWCD partnered with the Prince William and Loudoun SWCDs in watershed workshops to educate landowners about CREP, BMPs and other programs.  An article to promote the Cost Share Program will be printed in a magazine that has a wide circulation among horse owners.  Mr. Berger, Northern Neck SWCD, said the Litter Summit was a success.  Tayloe Murphy was the keynote speaker.  Delegate Al Pollard and representatives from DCR, DEQ and VDOT participated.  A task force was established to follow up on ideas from the Summit.  Mr. Berger also announced that the Northern Neck SWCD is partnering with Longwood College to develop an educational facility at a 600-acre farm willed to Longwood College.  Steve Cawthron said the Loudoun SWCD has kicked-off a TMDL implementation project in Catoctin Creek, and is working with DCR on a grant.  A new position is being advertised through December 31.  Steve Danziger said the Prince William SWCD has conducted many education activities during the past year, including programs at schools and the annual Farm Field Day, which attracted 1,400 4th grade students.  It also held a very successful pond seminar.  Mrs. Hoffman said the Northern Virginia SWCD is working under a DCR grant on ways to integrate LID techniques into the re-development of the former Lorton Prison site into an Arts Facility.  The District has designed and installed two rain gardens this year.  Next year it will partner with the County to retrofit a parking lot with bioretention measures and a green roof on a nearby structure.  It also will help with an LID retrofit of a church parking lot.  The district will partner with private firms to design and install a stream restoration project located on parkland and paid for by nearby homeowners.  The volunteer stream-monitoring program has 55 sites.

Comments by Jack Frye.  Mr. Frye, Director of the Soil and Water Conservation Division of DCR, thanked all the Districts for their support and involvement in the Potomac Council and Potomac Watershed Roundtable.  He noted that Districts have been key in the success of a strong Roundtable.  He also thanked Marc Aveni and Debbie Cross for their support of the Council and Roundtable.  He said DCR would provide $3,000 in funding for Potomac Forum IV in August.   He noted that Roundtables from throughout the state would meet during the Environment Virginia meeting in April.  During the fall the Governor and Secretary of Natural Resources conducted a 24 hour Summit with about 10 key legislators on ways to advance natural resources in Virginia.  More than one and one-half hours were devoted to tributary strategies and how best to fund them.  Mr. Frye said that Districts and local governments are the most important influencers for the environment, and with this in mind, we need to prepare ourselves for delivery at levels we have never seen before.  In closing, he encouraged Districts to rise to the occasion.

Comments by Mark Meador.  Mr. Meador congratulated the Districts in the Potomac for the fine work they do and thanked the Council for asking him to participate in their Annual Meeting.

Comments by Greg Evans.  Mr. Evans said that the VASWCD Education Foundation has $350,000 in its Fund.  $250,000 is for scholarships and $100,000 is for the George Beals leadership fund.  The VASWCD Education Foundation Board voted to fund scholarships in 2005, since it will be able to put 50% of earnings into the Fund.  He said that fairness issues with regard to the several types of scholarships and how they are funded would be addressed.  Mr. Evans noted that the VASWCD has been operating with a budget deficit.  The VASWCD Board supports a dues increase of $10,000 to be spread evenly among districts.  

Becky Ross.   Mrs. Trimble welcomed Becky Ross, the new NRCS Assistant Conservationist.  Ms. Ross said she was happy to be on board, having arrived three weeks ago from Oklahoma.  Her office is in Harrisonburg.  

Mrs. Trimble announced the next meeting of the Council would be January 7, 2005 at Lord Fairfax Community College in Warrenton.  The host District will be the John Marshall SWCD.  

Mrs. Trimble adjourned the meeting at 6:00 p.m.  A social followed in Mr. Evans’ Hospitality Suite.

Respectfully submitted, 

Diane Hoffman

Diane Hoffman
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