Potomac Council

Quarterly Meeting – January 9, 2004

Prince William SWCD

Nokesville, Virginia

Council Chairman Art Hart called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.  Those present were:

   Art Hart, Tri-County/City SWCD Representative

   Ron Burgess, Prince William SWCD Representative

   Sam Johnson, Northern Neck SWCD Representative

   Mary Lou Trimble, John Marshall SWCD Representative

   Jean Packard, Northern Virginia SWCD Alternate Representative

   Debbie Cross, DCR

   Marc Aveni, DCR

   Andi Ceisler, NVSWCD

   Diane Hoffman, NVSWCD   

Approval of Minutes.   A motion (Johnson-Hart) passed to approve the minutes of the December 7, 2003 Annual Meeting as drafted, with the addition of Martha Linkous to the list of attendees.

Financial Report.  Mrs. Hoffman distributed the financial report, prepared by the Northern Virginia SWCD.  The balance of funds on January 9, 2003 was $9,122.95.  $ .99 in interest was received and $1,575.00 was distributed for Roundtable meeting expenses. 

Future Funding of Council and Roundtable.  Mr. Hart appointed Ron Burgess to head a committee to explore funding sources for the Council and Roundtable, beginning in 2005.  The Roundtable will be asked to appoint a member to the committee.  Debbie Cross and Diane Hoffman will be available to help.  It was suggested that localities be asked to contribute $500 to $1,000, but to start at $1,000.  Ron will follow up with Marty Nohe and Greg Evans for possible Roundtable action.  Mrs. Cross mentioned grant opportunities, such as the Chesapeake Bay Small Watershed Grants administered by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and appealing to other organizations, such as the Friends of the Potomac.  Mr. Burgess said that the Prince William County Supervisors have discretionary funds they can use for things that are not line items in the county budget; this could be a source of PWR funding.
DCR Report.  Marc Aveni reported on the following:

►  The Governor’s Budget that was released on December 17 did not contain cuts for DCR.  Therefore, SWCDs should expect level funding.  Almost $2 million is proposed for the WQIF, which would provide funding for nonpoint source reductions.  $5 million is being proposed for nonopoint sources.  No cuts are proposed in the CREP program.  $15 million is proposed for natural resources spending for water quality and land conservation.  

►  Grant money may be made available to the Roundtables.  A possible source could be EPA Chesapeake Bay grant money for nonpoint source.  DCR should know more by the end of January.       ►  A proposal to consolidate state stormwater responsibilities will go to the General Assembly.

►  Numerical limits will be established for nitrogen and phosphorus in permitted discharges.  The Notice of Intended Regulatory Action will be posted at www.townhall.state.va.us 

► MWCOG will sponsor a conference on Low Impact Development in College Park in September.

► The Potomac Tributary Strategy team encourages SWCDs to participate.

Mr. Hart asked if efforts were being made to limit waste that goes to the Potomac.  Mrs. Packard said that as long as there is by-right development, or zoning for development, development will happen. 

Council Role and Goals.   Those present agreed that the Council should continue to support the Roundtable.  It was suggested that the Council explore new, different and innovative ways to lead the Roundtable.  Mr. Johnson said the Council should seek funding sources and continue educational efforts, such as the Potomac Forums.  Mr. Hart suggested developing one-hour seminars for elementary schools.  Mr. Burgess noted that the PWSWCD does considerable work in the schools.  Mr. Hart asked Mary Lou Trimble to identify what others are doing in the area of outreach to schools and how these activities are tied to the Standards of Learning.
Adjournment.  Mr. Hart adjourned the meeting at 9:50.

Respectfully submitted, 

Diane Hoffman

NVSWCD

