Potomac Council

Quarterly Meeting – July 9, 2004

Colonial Beach, Virginia

Council Chairman Art Hart called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  Those present were:

   Art Hart, Tri-County/City SWCD Representative

   Ron Burgess, Prince William SWCD Representative

   Sam Johnson, Northern Neck SWCD Representative

   Mary Lou Trimble, John Marshall SWCD Representative

   Jim Boland, Loudoun SWCD Representative

   Greg Evans, Northern Virginia SWCD Representative

   Theresa Tabulenas, Northern Neck SWCD

   Holly Wooten, Prince William SWCD

   Linda Johnston, Prince William SWCD

   Diane Hoffman, NVSWCD  

   Debbie Cross, DCR

   Marc Aveni, DCR 

Approval of Minutes.   Mrs. Trimble said that under “Educational Initiatives,” the location of the Kids in the Woods program should be changed from North Carolina to Caroline County.  A motion (Trimble-Johnson) passed to approve the minutes of the April 4, 2004 meeting approved, as corrected.

Financial Report.  The quarterly financial report was prepared by the Northern Virginia SWCD.  $2.67 was received in interest for March, April, May and June.  $2,575.00 was expended to support the Council and Roundtable.  The balance of funds on July 8, 2004 was $4,977.18.  A motion (Johnson-Evans) passed to accept the financial report.

DCR Grant.  Mrs. Cross noted that the Council could apply for a $7,500 grant for each of the six month periods in FY 2005 (August-December and January-June).  Mrs. Hoffman had been asked to prepare a draft proposal.  She gave an overview of the grant proposal.  In addition to supporting the quarterly meetings, the annual meeting, travel and administration, several special projects were proposed:  development of a website, an event or tour to support the Potomac Tributary Strategy, and publication and dissemination of an Annual Report.  A motion (Evans-Trimble) passed to approve the grant proposal to DCR.  (Action)  Mrs. Hoffman will prepare and submit the proposal to DCR.  Copies will be sent to Council representatives and to each District.  

October 8 Meeting.  Mr. Hart, on behalf of Tri-County/City SWCD offered to host the October 8  meetings, which would include an afternoon bus tour of local sites that have LID practices.   Mrs. Trimble said JMSWCD would host the January 14, 2005 meeting. 

Educational Activities.  Mrs. Trimble invited Linda Johnston and Holly Wooten to make a presentation about the PWSWCD educational programs.   Ms. Johnston said the program reached 6,700 students in 41 schools last year.  She described: classroom programs (watershed model, groundwater program, soil profile tubes, “tree talk,”  Regions of Virginia program, vascula and non-vascula plants program); “conservation education to go” (district resources available to schools, including lesson plans that are aligned with Standards of Learning); partnerships in Arbor Day events; the annual Farm Field Day Program; a monthly newsletter for teachers; and a special packet of information sent in August to all teachers in the county.  She said keys to the success of PWSWCD educational programs are flexibility, enthusiasm, partnerships with other agencies, and a desire to have fun.  She also noted that communication is important.  The Council discussed several possible initiatives:  provide relevant information about education programs to all districts on a CD and/or the VASWCD website.  Observations included: sharing experiences with each other, potential sources of partners and potential sources of funding.  A suggestion was made to request inclusion of educational initiatives at the annual summer employees training and at the VASWCD Annual Meeting.  (Action) Ms. Tabulenas will check with Cynthis Hancock about the VACDE summer training session and (Action) Mrs. Cross will inquire about the Annual Meeting.  Another suggestion was to make a presentation to the Association of School Superintendents.  (Action) Mrs. Trimble and Mr. Evans said they would ask teachers and superintendents how to “get the message out.”  (Action) Mr. Evans offered to work with Ms. Johnston and Ms. Wooten to see how the Prince William SWCD programs might fit with the VASWCD Educational Committee activities.  (Action) Mr. Burgess, Mr. Evans and Mr. Boland will meet with Ms. Johnston and Ms. Wooten to explore how the Council can move forward, expand their ideas, and develop a strategy for a statewide science teachers meeting.

Adjournment.  Mr. Hart adjourned the meeting at 10:00.

Respectfully submitted, 

Diane Hoffman

NVSWCD

