Potomac Council

Quarterly Meeting – April 8, 2005

Old Manassas Courthouse

Manassas, Virginia

Council Chairman Art Hart called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Those present were:

   Art Hart, Tri-County/City SWCD Representative

   Ron Burgess, Prince William SWCD Representative

   Sam Johnson, Northern Neck SWCD Representative

   Steve Cawthron, Loudoun SWCD Representative

   Debbie Switzer, John Marshall SWCD Alternate

   David Bulova, Northern Virginia SWCD Representative   

   Sally Ormsby, Northern Virginia SWCD Alternate

   Debbie Cross, DCR

   Marc Aveni, DCR

   Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD  

Approval of Minutes.   A motion (Ormsby-Bulova) passed to approve the minutes of the January 7, 2005 meeting.

Financial Report.  Mrs. Hoffman distributed copies of the quarterly financial report, covering the period from January 5 through April 5.  Revenues of $3,815.41 included interest and the reimbursement from DCR for expenses during the second quarter.  Expenses of $3,336.00 included quarterly Council, Roundtable, and meeting support and the travel allocations sent to the six SWCDs in accordance with the amounts approved at the January meeting.  The balance of funds on April 8, 2005 was $1,985.24.  The third quarterly report for the grant from DCR and a request for reimbursement will be prepared and sent by April 15.  Several jurisdictions requested and were sent follow up information after receiving the funding requests from the Roundtable.  There was a brief discussion of the status of funding requests in several jurisdictions.  Mr. Aveni said there was a good chance of receiving a grant from DCR to support the Council and Roundtable in FY 2006.  

The Roundtable.  There was a discussion about the role of the Roundtable.  Comments included:  it is a good sounding board for state drivers and plans, and a way to provide feedback to the state; it is important in light of the increasing emphasis on thinking in terms of watersheds; given the membership, it is a good way to keep local governments informed; it is a good vehicle for reacting to legislation and taking action on legislative issues; it provides a connection for local government, state government and the General Assembly; it is an effective way to comment on regional issues, such as the while paper on E&S and SWM that was presented to the Commission on the Future of Virginia’s Environment; and, the Roundtable as a group is stronger than each member acting individually.  

Web Site.  Mrs. Hoffman reported that it was unlikely that the website can be hosted on the Fairfax County server.  A motion (Ormsby-Cawthron) passed authorizing Mrs. Hoffman to seek another server to host the site and to create it.

Potomac Forum IV.  Mr. Johnson reported that planning is going well for the Potomac Forum on August 12.  DCR will provide a $3,000 grant to support the Forum.  Several companies have signed up as exhibitors.  The next planning meeting will be on April 22 at GMU-Manassas at 10:00 a.m. 

Update on Educational Initiative.  Mr. Hart said the VASWCD Education Committee is mainly agency staff and currently does not have a chair.  He said it is not clear what is the committee’s  direction.   He suggested that Linda Johnson, PWSWCD Education Specialist, become involved in the Education Committee with a view toward making a presentation at the next VASWCD annual meeting.  

Minutes and Notices.  Mr. Hart said he would like to have Council minutes and notices sent earlier.  His motion passed that it become the policy of the Council that meeting minutes be distributed within 30 days following each meeting, that a hold-the-date notice be sent at least 45 days prior to the next meeting date, and that a follow-up announcement including an agenda for such meeting be distributed at least 15 days before the next meeting date.  

Urban BMP Cost-Share Program.  Mr. Bulova said he met on March 14 with DCR Director Joe Maroon and DSWC Director Jack Frye to discuss the concept of establishing an urban BMP cost-share and tax credit program.  They decided to meet with a larger group sometime after the May 11-12 Urban Summit.   

Adjournment.  Mr. Hart adjourned the meeting at 10:00 a.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Diane Hoffman

NVSWCD

