Potomac Council

Annual Meeting - December 4, 2005
Marriott, Williamsburg, Virginia

Potomac Council Chair Arthur Hart called the meeting to order at 5:05.m.  Those present were:

   Bob Tudor, John Marshall SWCD Representative

   Mary Tudor, John Marshall SWCD

   Mary Lou Trimble, John Marshall SWCD

   Nic Kortlandt, John Marshall SWCD

   Mack Baer, John Marshall SWCD

   Jennifer Krick, John Marshall SWCD Alternate

   Ron Burgess, Prince William SWCD Representative

   Anne Burgess, Prince William SWCD

   Kate Norris, Prince William SWCD

   Beata Coss, Prince William SWCD

   Steve Danziger, Prince  William SWCD

   Sam Johnson, Northern Neck SWCD Representative

   Anne Burgess, Loudoun SWCD

   Greg Evans, Northern Virginia SWCD 

   David Bulova, Northern Virginia SWCD Representative
   Harry Glasgow, Northern Virginia SWCD

   Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD

   Art Hart, Tri-County/City SWCD Representative
   Richard Street, Tri-County/City SWCD

   Spencer Hudson, Tri-County/City SWCD

   Jack Frye, DCR

   Debbie Cross, DCR

Approval of Minutes.  A motion (Tudor-Johnson) passed to approve the minutes of the October 14, 2005 quarterly meeting, as submitted.

Financial Report.  Mrs. Hoffman reviewed the financial report.  Revenues included $420 for Forum IV (11 registrations and an exhibitor fee), and a $500 contribution from Westmoreland County.  No expenses were incurred since the October report.  The December 4, 2005 balance was $7,278.46.  Mrs. Hoffman sent a report on the Forum to DCR, and requested a $3,000 reimbursement from the grant that had been approved to help with Forum expenses.  To date, $5,550 has been received as a result of last year’s funding request to jurisdictions.  
Update on PC-PWR website and PWR Report.  Mrs. Hoffman reported that the website receives about 650 hits in the months with quarterly meetings and 300 hits in non-meeting months.  At the October Roundtable meeting, Mr. Nohe reported how he used materials on the website to help him prepare to chair the meeting the next day.  The PWR Report, which includes an overview, a list of goals and members, and highlights from 2002 to 2005, has been distributed by Council and Roundtable members to their colleagues.  Anyone who still needs to make a distribution, and would like a supply, should contact Mrs. Hoffman.
Representatives and Alternates for 2006.  Mr. Hart announced the following Council Representatives and Alternates for the coming year:  

John Marshall SWCD – Bob Tudor and Debbie Switzer
Loudoun SWCD – Michael Megeath and Pete Holden

Northern Neck SWCD – Sam Johnson and William Allensworth

Northern Virginia SWCD –Sally Ormsby

Prince William SWCD – Ron Burgess and Paige Thacker
Tri-County/City SWCD – Art Hart and Patricia Kurpiel.  

Host Districts.  Mr. Hart confirmed the following quarterly meeting dates and host districts:

January 6, 2006 – Tri-County/City SWCD  (Fredericksburg)
April 7, 2006 – Northern Neck SWCD  (Colonial Beach)
July 7, 2006 – Loudoun SWCD  (Leesburg)
October 6, 2006 – John Marshall SWCD  (Warrenton)
January 2007 – Prince William SWCD

Nominating Committee Report and Election of Officers.  Mr. Johnson reported that the nominating committee recommended Sally Ormsby (NVSWCD) for Chair and Sam Johnson  (NNSWCD) for Vice-Chair of the Potomac Council for 2006. There were no other nominations from the floor.  A motion (Tudor-Trimble) passed to close the nominations.  By acclamation, Sally Ormsby was elected as Chair and Sam Johnson as Vice-Chair.  

Potomac Forum IV.  Mr. Johnson reported that Potomac Forum IV, Working Together to Protect Water Quality – Tools and Techniques, was a success.  It was held on August 12, 2005 at the Prince William campus of George Mason University.  The purpose of the Forum is to continue the education process and support of the Roundtable.  PWR Chair Penny Gross made the keynote address, Protecting the Bay—Integrating Local and State Government Perspectives.  Other presentations in the morning covered Tributary Strategies and the Bay Model.  In the afternoon, there were presentations on specific tools:  incorporating LID practices into local ordinances; green roofs; ‘greenseeker’ technology for agricultural nutrient management; street sweeping; and, nutrient management on public lands (golf courses).  Positive comments and good suggestions for future Forums were received on the evaluation forms.  A $3,000 grant from DCR helped to fund the Forum.  Registration and exhibitor fees covered the rest.  After expenses were paid, approximately $1,600 was earned for the Potomac Council.  
Comments by Jack Frye.  Mr. Frye, Director of the Soil and Water Conservation Division of DCR, thanked all the Districts for their support and involvement in the Potomac Council and Potomac Watershed Roundtable.  He noted that the General Assembly members currently are focusing on agricultural BMPs as the most cost-effective tool for reducing nutrient runoff.  He said that districts need to be patient in their effort to establish an urban BMP cost-share and tax credit program.  He said there are roles for districts in local MS-4 (municipal separate storm sewer systems) programs, especially in public education and outreach.  He noted that DCR director, Joe Maroon, has made a commitment to work on issues associated with horse-keeping BMPs and to seek district input.  He announced that Richard Street was the new chair of the VASWCD urban committee.  

District Highlights.  Mrs. Trimble said the John Marshall SWCD worked with local landowners on the issue of the removal of the dam on the Rappahannock River.  The district has added to its programs for public schools, and participates in a DEQ program to test for E-coli.  Mr. Burgess said the Prince William SWCD worked closely with the Prince William Department of Public Works to resolve a problem involving a landowner using the agricultural exemption to deposit fill dirt, and then to develop a procedure to work together on similar issues in the future.  Sam Johnson noted that the Northern Neck SWCD received applications for close to $1million to implement agricultural BMPs.  Diane Hoffman said the Northern Virginia SWCD is designing and implementing several LID demonstration projects, in partnership with public works and the park authority.  Also, it is promoting the implementation of recommendations to integrate LID into the re-development of 55 acres of the former Lorton Prison.  The district is partnering with a private firm to design and install a stream restoration project located on parkland and paid for by nearby homeowners.  The volunteer stream-monitoring program has 55 sites.  Art Hart noted that the Tri-County/City SWCD has hired a part-time person to work with teachers; also, the district is working more with the County Board of Supervisors.  Anne Burgess reported that the Loudoun SWCD is involved in the TMDL implementation for Catoctin Creek Watershed, with the district in charge of the agricultural component and the health department in charge of the urban component.  
Appreciation.  Mr. Burgess thanked Mr. Hart for his two years of service and leadership as chair of the Potomac Council. 

The next meeting of the Potomac Council will be held on January 6, 2006 in Fredericksburg.  The host District will be the Tri-County/City SWCD.  

Mr. Hart adjourned the meeting at 6:00 p.m, which was followed by a social.
Respectfully submitted, 

Diane Hoffman

Diane Hoffman
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