Potomac Council

Quarterly Meeting – July 8, 2005

Rust Library

Leesburg, Virginia

Council Chairman Art Hart called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Those present were:

   Art Hart, Tri-County/City SWCD Representative

   Sam Johnson, Northern Neck SWCD Representative

   Steve Cawthron, Loudoun SWCD Representative

   Pete Holden, Loudoun SWCD Alternate

   Debbie Switzer, John Marshall SWCD Alternate

   David Bulova, Northern Virginia SWCD Representative   

   Sally Ormsby, Northern Virginia SWCD Alternate

   Debbie Cross, DCR

   Nick Kokales, Northern Virginia SWCD

   Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD  

Approval of Minutes.   A motion (Ormsby-Bulova) passed to approve the minutes of the April 8, 2005 meeting.

Financial Report.  Mrs. Hoffman distributed copies of the quarterly financial report, covering the period from April 8, 2005 through July 8.  Revenues of  $7,276.14 included interest, the reimbursement from DCR for expenses during the third quarter, exhibitor fees for the Forum, and contributions from jurisdictions.  Contributions were received from City of Fairfax ($500), Alexandria Sanitation Authority ($300), Town of Colonial Beach ($500), and Arlington County ($1,500).  Expenses of $7,490.00 included quarterly Council, Roundtable, and meeting support, development of the website, production and printing of the Roundtable Report (2002-2005), and travel allocations sent to the six SWCDs.  The balance of funds on July 8, 2005 was $3,271.38.  The fourth quarter grant report and request for reimbursement will be prepared and sent to DCR by July 15.  

Approval of Grant Application to DCR.  Mrs. Hoffman presented a draft grant application to DCR for $18,000 for the next five quarters, ending September 30, 2006.  It was prepared to comply with DCR guidelines, and is similar to the current grant.  As in the past, it provides for a stipend to the host SWCDs for making room and refreshments arrangements.  In addition, an amount has been set aside to cover unusual costs, such as room rental and A-V equipment fees.  A motion (Ormsby-Bulova) passed to approve the grant application to DCR.

Web Site.  Mrs. Hoffman reported that a webmaster was hired to create the Roundtable/Council website, which has been launched at www.potomacroundtable.org  It is designed as a communication and reference tool for both organizations.  It contains an overview of both the Council and Roundtable, a map, the member organizations and their representatives and alternates, meeting announcements, a schedule of meetings, and archives with minutes, agendas, presentations, white papers, by-laws and other materials.  It also contains links to websites of member and related organizations.  

Roundtable Report.   The PWR Report has been produced and will be made available to members for distribution.  The Report covers the history, mission, objectives and activities of the Roundtable, and features highlights from the 2002-2005 quarterly meetings.

Potomac Forum IV.  Mr. Johnson reported that planning is going well for the Potomac Forum on August 12 at the GMU – Prince William County campus.  A grant from DCR will help to cover expenses.  A brochure has been developed and sent to a master mailing list.  Each SWCD received a supply of brochures for distribution within its district.  Exhibitors include DCR, the SWCDs, and six industry representatives.   Supervisor Gross will deliver the keynote address.  There will be updates on the Potomac Tributary Strategy and the Chesapeake Bay Model.  The afternoon will feature a variety of tools that can be used to help meet the goals of the Tributary Strategies.   

Educational Initiative.  Mr. Hart said that he had a discussion with those planning the VASWCD Annual Meeting, but was unsuccessful in securing a place on the program for a presentation to showcase the Prince William SWCD education program.  

Agricultural BMP Cost-Share Program.  Mrs. Cross reminded that up to 15% of cost-share funds could be used for program support, which may include outreach and education efforts.  

Adjournment.  Mr. Hart adjourned the meeting at 10:00 a.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Diane Hoffman

NVSWCD

