Potomac Council

Quarterly Meeting – April 7, 2006
Town Center, Colonial Beach, Virginia
Council Chairman Sally Ormsby called the meeting to order at 9:25 a.m.  Those present were:

   Sally Ormsby, Northern Virginia SWCD Representative

   Art Hart, Tri-County/City SWCD Representative

   Sam Johnson, Northern Neck SWCD Representative   

   Ron Burgess, Prince William SWCD Representative
   Marc Aveni, Potomac Watershed Manager, DCR
   Bob Slusser, Field Coordinator, DCR
   Debbie Cross, Conservation District Coordinator, DCR

   Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD  

NVSWCD Alternate.  Mrs. Ormsby announced that John Peterson has been named as the alternate representative for the Northern Virginia SWCD.  

Approval of Minutes.  A motion (Johnson-Hart) passed to approve the minutes of the January 6, 2006 quarterly meeting.

Financial Report.  

(  Mrs. Hoffman distributed copies of the quarterly financial report, covering the period from January 6 through April 7, 2006.  Revenues included a $3,311.14 grant reimbursement from DCR for expenses during the second quarter, $500 from the City of Alexandria and $1,500 from Fairfax County.  Expenses of $3,135 included quarterly Council, Roundtable, and meeting support, website maintenance, and the district travel expense stipends.  The balance of funds on April 7, 2006 was $8,297.46. 
(  The $100 travel stipends have been sent to the six member districts, along with a memo explaining the use of the funds for expenses associated with participation in the Council and Roundtable, e.g., mileage reimbursement and lunch.  
(  Mrs. Hoffman reviewed the Potomac Forum IV financial summary.  It showed that the $3,000 grant from DCR was needed in order to cover the expenses of the Forum.  The net balance to the Council was $1,673.52

(  A motion (Hart-Johnson) passed to accept the financial report.  

Education Initiative.  Mr. Johnson reported on the meeting of the Potomac Watershed Education Workgroup, which was held on March 3 at the DCR office in Warrenton.  Those attending were from conservation districts, DCR, the NV Regional Commission and Arlington County.  Recognizing that education is a key and essential component of the Potomac Tributary Strategies and the need for citizens to realize how their behaviors affect water quality, the work group drafted a mission statement – To inform and motivate citizens of the Potomac Watershed on water quality issues and the Chesapeake Bay cleanup goals to the extent that their adoption of protective practices will lead to cleaner, healthier tributaries flowing to a cleaner, healthier Potomac.  Partners in the effort could include all Roundtable jurisdictions, conservation districts, public agencies and interested parties.  Target audiences would be all segments of the community, from agricultural to urban and suburban, from elected decision-makers and agency staff to professional managers and developers, and from the public in general to ‘friends of’ groups and youth.  While there are many programs currently in place, both regulatory and voluntary, the Work Group asked the question, “How can the Potomac Roundtable best use its strengths and resources to effect educational and behavioral change in the watershed?”  One possible answer is to invoke personal and legal responsibility in all local governments within the watershed to plan with water quality in mind and to follow through with local planning and code staff to enforce policies and ordinances that support water protection.  Specific strategies include holding educational summits, sharing success stories, inviting broad participation in this effort, promoting specific BMPs that are proven effective, defining benefits of buy-in (compliance, environmental protection) vs. detriments (EPA enforcement), reviewing legal authority under Clean Water and Bay Acts, preparing issues papers, and supporting regional media campaigns.  Mr. Johnson will present the draft report to the Roundtable and invite its members to participate in this effort. 
DCR Field Coordinator.  Marc Aveni introduced Bob Slusser, the new DCR Potomac Watershed Office field coordinator.  His responsibilities include grants and TMDLs.  
Adjournment.  The next meeting will be in Leesburg, hosted by the Loudoun SWCD.  Mrs. Ormsby adjourned the meeting at 10:00 a.m.  
Respectfully submitted, 

Diane Hoffman

NVSWCD

Handouts:  
Agenda and Quarterly Financial Report for April 7, 2006
Minutes for January 6, 2006 meeting  

     
Copy of report to DCR on Potomac Forum IV, which included a narrative, financial 

report, request for reimbursement, publicity, and summary of evaluations

