Potomac Council 2006 Annual Meeting

December 3, 2006 

Hotel Roanoke – Ballroom D

Roanoke, VA

Potomac Council Chair Sally Ormsby called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.  Those present were:   
   Bob Tudor, John Marshall SWCD Representative

   Mary Catherine Tudor, John Marshall SWCD

   Mack Baer, John Marshall SWCD

   Peggy Baer, John Marshall SWCD

   Rex Rexroad, NRCS, Warrenton

   Ron Burgess, Prince William SWCD Representative

   Anne Burgess, Prince William SWCD

   Kate Norris, Prince William SWCD

   Linda Johnson, Prince William SWCD
   Steve Danziger, Prince  William SWCD

   Sam Johnson, Northern Neck SWCD Representative

   Jim Christian, Loudoun SWCD

   Barbara Christian, Loudoun SWCD

   Anne Burgess, Loudoun SWCD

   Mike Megeath, Loudoun SWCD Representative
   Pete Holden, Loudoun SWCD Alternate

   Sally Ormsby, Northern Virginia SWCD, Representative

   John Peterson, Northern Virginia SWCD Alternate
   Harry Glasgow, Northern Virginia SWCD

   Greg Evans, Northern Virginia SWCD

   Jean Packard, Northern Virginia SWCD

   Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD

   Arlen Ricke, NRCS, Fairfax

   Art Hart, Tri-County/City SWCD Representative
   Richard Street, Tri-County/City SWCD

   Jack Frye, Director, DSWC, DCR

   Mike Foreman, Deputy Director, DSWC, DCR

   Mark Meador, DCR

   Moira Croghan, DCR

   Kelly Vanover, DCR

   Debbie Cross, DCR

Approval of Minutes.  A motion (Evans-Packard) passed to approve the minutes of the October 6, 2006 quarterly meeting, as submitted.

Financial Report.  Mrs. Hoffman reviewed the financial report.  Revenues since October 6 included a grant reimbursement from DCR of $3,636.40 for expenses in the preceding quarter (July-September), and a $500 contribution from Westmoreland County.   No expenses were incurred during this period.  A motion (Peterson-Evans) passed to accept the financial report.  Mrs. Hoffman said that she added $2,000 to the 2007 grant application to DCR, to cover funding assistance for the Potomac Forum.  Hence, $16,000 has been requested to help support the Council, the Roundtable, the LID Work Group, and Potomac Forum.  
PWR Fact Sheet.   Mrs. Hoffman prepared the 2006 PWR Fact Sheet, which includes an overview of the Roundtable’s goals and activities, a list of the members and officers, and other information.  It is available to Council and Roundtable members to distribute to their colleagues.  Anyone who would like a supply should contact her.
Representatives and Alternates for 2007.  Mrs. Ormsby announced the following Council Representatives and Alternates for the coming year:  

John Marshall SWCD – Bob Tudor and Debbie Switzer
Loudoun SWCD – Michael Megeath and Pete Holden

Northern Neck SWCD – Sam Johnson and William Allensworth

Northern Virginia SWCD –Sally Ormsby and John Peterson
Prince William SWCD – Paige Thacker and Matt Brooks
Tri-County/City SWCD – Art Hart and Patricia Kurpiel  

Host Districts for 2007.  Mrs. Ormsby confirmed the following quarterly meeting dates and host districts:

January 5, 2007 – Prince William SWCD  (Manassas)
April 13, 2007 – Northern Neck SWCD  (Colonial Beach)
June 15, 2007 – Tri-County/City SWCD  (Stafford County/Fredericksburg)
October 5, 2007 – Northern Virginia SWCD  (Fairfax County)
The Loudoun and John Marshall SWCDs have a bye in 2007.
Nominating Committee Report and Election of Officers.  Mr. Johnson reported that the nominating committee recommended Sally Ormsby (NVSWCD) for Chair and Sam Johnson  (NNSWCD) for Vice-Chair of the Potomac Council for 2007.  There were no other nominations from the floor.  A motion (Evans-Danziger) passed to close the nominations.  By acclamation, Sally Ormsby was elected as Chair and Sam Johnson as Vice-Chair.  The Northern Virginia SWCD will continue to carry out the duties of Secretary-Treasurer.  
Roundtable Membership Committee.   Mrs. Ormsby reviewed the report of the Roundtable Membership Committee.  A motion (Tudor-Johnson), as amended (Hart-Evans) to change the name of the Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance Department to the Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance Division, and as amended (Evans-Peterson) to add development to the list of stakeholder groups, passed to approve the report and recommendations, which will be presented to the Roundtable in January.   
Potomac Forum V.  Mr. Johnson reported that planning has begun for Potomac Forum V, which will be held at the George Mason University Prince William campus on August 10, 2007.  The working theme is Good Land, Good Water, Good Life.  Topics under consideration include land conservation, urban BMPs, promoting low impact development, addressing legislative issues, watershed planning, the 2010 TMDL deadline, smart growth, land management, conversion, loopholes in the system, and local case studies.  Registration and exhibitor fees cover part of the expenses.  Funding to help support the Forum is included in the 2007 grant request to DCR.       
District Highlights.  District representatives provided highlights from the past year and those planned for the coming year.  The Northern Neck SWCD has welcomed several new employees, bringing the number of staff to five.  It will receive $700,000 to implement agricultural BMP cost-share practices, and has received applications for $1.2 million.  The John Marshall SWCD also has hired several new employees to support the Erosion and Sediment Control, TMDL implementation, and agricultural BMP programs.  The John Marshall SWCD handles the E&S aspects of plan review and site inspections for Fauquier County.  The District continues its stream monitoring program on the upper Rappahannock.  The implementation phase is beginning for TMDLs on four streams.  The Northern Virginia SWCD is looking forward to working with several public and private partners on two major stream restoration projects, one on private land using federal mitigation funds, and one on parkland funded by nearby homeowners.  A comprehensive update of the County’s Soil Survey is nearing completion. The Green Breakfast group meets bi-monthly on Saturday mornings to hear presentations and keep abreast of local environmental programs and issues.  The storm drain marking education program has grown tremendously, with funding assistance from Fairfax County.  This past year, the volunteer water quality monitoring program coordinator launched a unique and successful adult education stewardship program.  The Prince William SWCD held another successful Farm Field Day, reaching 1,500 students.  A new initiative for the District is creating schoolyard habitats.  More than 45 Chesapeake Bay conservation plans were written and technical assistance was provided to 100 landowners, some of which was with cost-share funding.  The District worked closely with Prince William County on Parks and Open Space in the Comprehensive Plan and on a proposed suspension of all residential rezonings until transportation and environmental issues are addressed.  They also worked on the problem of fill from construction being dumped on farms.  Several seminars for land owners included pasture management, pest management, trees and a family conservation night.  The Tri-County/City SWCD sponsored a successful poster contest and has been involved with conserving an environmentally sensitive area known as Crows Nest.  One thousand homes have been proposed for the site, which is located at the confluence of a large creek and the Potomac River and which has steep slopes.  The area is experiencing many issues associated with growth and urbanization.  The Loudoun SWCD took the Loudoun BOS to lunch and presented its annual report.  It also gave out four awards – to a developer who purchased wetland credits, to the county’s environmental review team, and to two farmers who have installed BMPs.  Also, the Loudoun SWCD had a very successful tree seeding program, as well as a large agricultural BMP implementation program and a continuation of work on the Catoctin Creek TMDL.
Comments from DCR.  Jack Frye, Director of the Soil and Water Conservation Division of DCR, thanked all the Districts for their support and involvement in the Potomac Council and Potomac Watershed Roundtable.  He said there is more emphasis on the role of local governments on nonpoint source issues and it is important for SWCDs to work with their local governments.  He discussed HB 1150, which requires the Secretary of Natural Resources to develop a strategic plan for the Commonwealth by January 1.  He noted that while the Chesapeake Bay goals may not be met by 2010, there are things that can be done.  Moira Croghan, noted that the Governor has an initiative to conserve 400,000 acres statewide.  She said there will be training on how to participate in this effort, and that Roundtables should include helping with this initiative as part of their grant requests.  
Comments from NRCS.  Rex Rexroad said he appreciated the dedication and effort put into conservation by the John Marshall and Prince William  SWCDs.

The next meeting of the Potomac Council will be held on January 5, 2007 in Manassas.  The host District will be the Prince William SWCD.  

Mrs. Ormsby adjourned the meeting at 6:30 p.m.  Following the meeting, the Council hosted a social, held in the VASWCD President’s hospitality suite.
Respectfully submitted, 
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Diane Hoffman
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