Potomac Council

Quarterly Meeting – July 14, 2006
Rust Library, 380 Old Waterford Road, Leesburg, VA

Council Chairman Sally Ormsby called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Those present were:

   Sally Ormsby, Northern Virginia SWCD Representative

   John Peterson, Northern Virginia SWCD Alternate

   Art Hart, Tri-County/City SWCD Representative

   Sam Johnson, Northern Neck SWCD Representative 
   Andrew Beahm, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Northern Neck

   Bob Tudor, John Marshall SWCD Representative  

   Paige Thacker, Prince William SWCD Alternate

   Michael Megeath, Loudoun SWCD Representative

   Larry Wilkerson, NRCS, Loudoun Field Office

   Gary Switzer, DCR Potomac Watershed Office
   Bob Slusser, Field Coordinator, DCR Potomac Watershed Office
   Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD  

Approval of Minutes.  A motion (Hart-Johnson) passed to approve the minutes of the April 7, 2006 quarterly meeting.

Funding Request for LID Work Group Initiative.  Mr. Slusser provided a handout about launching a Regional Low Impact Development (LID) Work Group for the Potomac Watershed.  He requested that the Council and Roundtable sponsor the Work Group and that the Council provide financial support for the kick-off meeting planned for September.  The DCR office in Warrenton will provide staff support and leadership for this effort.  The Natural Resources Program of Virginia Tech will also provide support.  The primary purpose of the LID Work Group is to facilitate the exchange of information on LID practices within the Potomac Watershed.  Meeting speakers will include staff from local jurisdictions, other regional and state partners, and subject matter experts, such as Dr. Bill Hunt from North Carolina State University.  Mr. Slusser also asked for $2,000 in 2007 to cover expenses for four quarterly meetings.  The January meeting would feature the rollout of the NVRC LID Supplement to the BMP Handbook that is scheduled for completion in December 2006.  
Mrs. Hoffman said that the current budget includes an allocation of $950 for special events and materials in support of the Tributary Strategy.  The LID Work Group kick-off meeting would be an appropriate use of these funds.  A motion (Hart-Johnson) passed to provide up to $1,000 to support the LID Work Group meeting in September, and to recommend to the Roundtable that it support the LID Work Group Initiative.
Education Initiative.  Mr. Johnson said that the Potomac Watershed Education Work Group has not had an opportunity to meet since its initial meeting in March.   Exploring ways to engage the public in adopting behaviors that reduce nonpoint source pollution, both locally and in the Chesapeake Bay, as well as looking into the various ways local jurisdictions can further this effort, will continue to be the focus of the group.  
Financial Report.  Mrs. Hoffman distributed copies of the quarterly financial report, covering the period from April 7 through July 14, 2006.  Revenues of $7,662.14 included a $3,000 grant reimbursement from DCR for Potomac Forum IV expenses, a $3,162.14 grant reimbursement from DCR for expenses incurred during the third quarter, and $1,500 from Loudoun County.  Expenses of $2,291.14 included quarterly Council, Roundtable, and meeting support, website maintenance, website annual fee, a room reservation expense, and the cost of new checks.  The balance of funds on July 14, 2006 was $13,668.46 
DCR Grant Application.  Mrs. Hoffman said that according to Mrs. Cross, DCR anticipates being able to provide approximately $12,000 in funding for the Council and Roundtable for the four quarters for the period of October 1, 2006 through September 30, 2007.  This would be a reduction from the current level of funding (by about $2,400), but by reducing and/or eliminating certain items, a budget for this amount can be drafted to continue to support the Council and Roundtable.  Also, DCR would be open to adding an additional $2,000 to support the LID Work Group, which is being coordinated by DCR.  A motion (Hart-Thacker) passed to apply to DCR for a grant for approximately $14,000, which would include up to $2,000 for support of the LID Work Group.  Mrs. Hoffman will prepare the grant application, which will be similar to those in past years. 
DCR Initiatives on E&S/Stormwater Handbook and Cost-Share and Tax Credits for Urban BMPs.  Mrs. Ormsby reported information from Jack Frye on the status of several items:
· The VASWCD Urban Committee is soliciting comments and suggestions from Districts and local governments on changes and/or additions to the Stormwater Handbook.  DCR will develop regulations for the consolidated stormwater program before revising the Handbook.

· DCR is establishing a technical advisory committee on the Urban BMP cost-share and tax credit proposal.  The committee will meet about three times during the next 18 months.

· Governor Kaine is planning a Natural Resource Leadership Conference on September 18-19.  A  broad spectrum of stakeholders will be invited to attend and to help identify specific natural resource goals for his administration.  

Date for January 2007 Council and Roundtable meetings.  The January 2007 meeting will be hosted by the Prince William SWCD.  The pluses and minuses of scheduling the meeting on each of the four Fridays in January were discussed.   January 5 would be the usual meeting date; however, it would require that planning, notifications, and replies occur during the December holiday season.  January 12 is a state holiday (Lee-Jackson Day), and January 19 is when the Tri-County/City SWCD meets.  There does not appear to be a conflict on January 26; however it might make a good alternate date should an earlier one be canceled due to weather. Ms. Thacker will take the information under advisement and will coordinate with the PWSWCD staff on room availability and a suggestion for the best date.  
Next Meeting and Adjournment.  The next meeting will be on Friday, October 6, in Warrenton, hosted by the John Marshall SWCD.  Mrs. Ormsby adjourned the meeting at 10:00 a.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 
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Handouts:  
Agenda and Quarterly Financial Report for July 14, 2006

Minutes for April 7, 2006 meeting  

LID Work Group Proposal and Request for Funding

Potomac Watershed Education Work Group – spring meeting notes
