Potomac Council 2007 Annual Meeting

December 2, 2007 

Williamsburg Marriott, Williamsburg, Virginia
Potomac Council Chair Sally Ormsby called the meeting to order at 5:10 p.m.  Those present were:   
   Mary Lou Trimble, John Marshall SWCD
   Bob Tudor, John Marshall SWCD Representative

   Jennifer Krick, John Marshall SWCD

   Kate Norris, Prince William SWCD

   Steve Danziger, Prince  William SWCD

   Sam Johnson, Northern Neck SWCD Representative

   Pete Holden, Loudoun SWCD Alternate

   Sally Ormsby, Northern Virginia SWCD, Representative

   John Peterson, Northern Virginia SWCD Alternate
   Greg Evans, Northern Virginia SWCD

   Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD

   Art Hart, Tri-County/City SWCD Representative
   Peter Rush, Loudoun SWCD

   John Kelley, Northern Neck SWCD 

   Don Drake, Natural Bridge SWCD; Area I Chair

   Bud Narelvoort, Lord Fairfax SWCD

   Jack Frye, Director, DSWC, DCR

   Wilkie Chaffin, VASWCD Vice Chair

   Fritz Knapp, VASWCD Executive Director

   Kelly Vanover, DCR

   Debbie Cross, DCR

Approval of Minutes.  A motion (Danziger-Tudor) passed to approve the minutes of the October 5, 2007 quarterly meeting, as submitted.

Financial Report.  Mrs. Hoffman reviewed the expenditures for 2007.  They closely followed the budget for the $16,000 grant from DCR.  She outlined the grant proposal to DCR, requesting $13,000 for 2008.  The reduction from 2007 was possible because support for the LID Work Group and the Forum will not be needed in 2008.  Two background documents were distributed:  a detailed explanation of how the typical 100 hours are spent to support the Council and Roundtable each quarter and a description of how SWCD travel expenses were estimated.  A motion passed to submit a grant application to DCR, as proposed.
PWR Fact Sheet.   Mrs. Hoffman prepared an update of the PWR Fact Sheet, which includes an overview of the Roundtable’s goals and activities, a list of the members and officers, and other information.  It is available to Council and Roundtable members to distribute to their colleagues.  Anyone who would like a supply should contact her.
Representatives and Alternates for 2008.  Mrs. Ormsby announced the following Council Representatives and Alternates for the coming year:  

John Marshall SWCD – Bob Tudor and Debbie Switzer
Loudoun SWCD –  Jim Christian and Pete Holden

Northern Neck SWCD – John Kelley and William Allensworth

Northern Virginia SWCD –Sally Ormsby and John Peterson
Prince William SWCD – Paige Thacker and Matt Brooks
Tri-County/City SWCD – TBD and Patricia Kurpiel  

Host Districts for 2008.  Mrs. Ormsby confirmed the following quarterly meeting dates and host districts:

January 4, 2008 – John Marshall SWCD 
April 4, 2008 – Northern Virginia SWCD  
July 11, 2008 – Prince William SWCD
October 3, 2008 – Loudoun SWCD 
The Northern Neck and Tri-County/City SWCDs have a bye in 2008.
Nominating Committee Report and Election of Officers.  Mr. Johnson reported that the nominating committee recommended Sally Ormsby (NVSWCD) for Chair and Paige Thacker  (PWSWCD) for Vice-Chair of the Potomac Council for 2008.  There were no other nominations from the floor.  A motion (Peterson-Evans) passed to close the nominations.  By acclamation, Sally Ormsby was elected as Chair and Paige Thacker as Vice-Chair.  The Northern Virginia SWCD will continue to carry out the duties of Secretary-Treasurer.   
Potomac Forum V.  Mr. Johnson reported that Potomac Forum V was held at the George Mason University Prince William campus on August 10, 2007.  The theme, Conserve Land to Conserve Water, was well received, as reflected in the audience evaluations.  Presentations covered perspectives, strategies and programs from the state, regional, and local levels.  Marty Nohe was able to secure the venue at no cost and reduced costs for other charges.  Mr. Johnson thanked the Planning Committee for its work.  In keeping with the current practice of holding a Forum every other year, the next Forum will be held in 2009.  
Annual Meeting Date.  Mrs. Cross suggested discussing in advance the time and date of the Annual Meeting, especially when it is held in Williamsburg and there may be a conflict with other activities.  

District Highlights.  District representatives provided highlights from the past year and those planned for the coming year.  They included an array of agricultural activities, urban programs and activities, TMDL work, special events, stream restorations, a research project, education and outreach programs and projects, and upcoming grant funded projects.  
Comments from DCR.  Jack Frye, Director of the Soil and Water Conservation Division of DCR, thanked all the Districts for their support and involvement in the Potomac Council and Potomac Watershed Roundtable.  He said he hoped there would be a steady stream of funding for WQIF and that good proposals have been received for WQIF grants.  He noted the need for water re-use and capture, which can be redistributed through LID measures.  He also noted that DCR is working on a turf management certification.  
Comments from VASWCD.  Fritz Knapp, Executive Director of VASWCD, thanked the Council for its work.  He said he had much to learn and would like to know more about all the areas in the state.  Wilkie Chaffin thanked the districts for all the work they do, and said he was pleased that he and Ricky Rash could provide the room for the annual Social.  

Recognition and Appreciation – Sam Johnson.  Noting that Sam Johnson will be retiring next year, Mrs. Ormsby said the Council wanted to take this opportunity to express its gratitude and appreciation for the outstanding work Sam has done in support of the Council and Roundtable since its inception.  She thanked him and presented him with a plaque that reads:

Presented with sincere appreciation to

 

Sam Johnson

Northern Neck Soil and Water Conservation District 

Potomac Council and Potomac Watershed Roundtable Member

2000 - 2007

 

for his dedicated service and outstanding leadership, 

as Council vice chair, chair of the Education, Nominating 

and Potomac Forum Committees, 

and for planning five successful Potomac Forums

that have enriched the region with valuable information 

about the conservation of our natural resources 

 The next meeting of the Potomac Council will be held on January 4, 2008 at Lord Fairfax Community College in Warrenton.  The host District will be the John Marshall SWCD.  

Mrs. Ormsby adjourned the meeting at 6:20 p.m.  Following the meeting, the Council hosted a social held in the VASWCD President/Vice President’s hospitality suite.
Respectfully submitted, 
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Diane Hoffman

Handouts:  

Potomac Council Representatives and Alternates for 2008

Host Districts and meeting dates for 2008
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