Potomac Council 2008 Annual Meeting

December 7, 2008 

Roanoke Plaza Hotel, Roanoke, Virginia
Jim Christian called the meeting to order at 5:20 p.m.  Those present were:   
   Mary Lou Trimble, John Marshall SWCD
   Bob Tudor, John Marshall SWCD Representative

   Jennifer Krick, John Marshall SWCD

   Kate Norris, Prince William SWCD

   Austin Haynes, Prince William SWCD

   Jim Morrison, Prince William SWCD

   John A. Kelley, Northern Neck SWCD Representative

   Jim Christian, Loudoun SWCD Representative

   Pete Holden, Loudoun SWCD Alternate
   John Peterson, Northern Virginia SWCD Alternate
   Johna Gagnon, Northern Virginia SWCD 

   Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD

   Bob Hunt, Tri-County/City SWCD Representative

   Barbara Hunt, Tri-County/City SWCD

   Chris Simmons, Loudoun SWCD

   Jack Frye, Director, DSWC, DCR

   Kelly Vanover, DCR

   Debbie Cross, DCR
Approval of Minutes.  A motion (Hunt-Tumble) passed to approve the minutes of the October 3, 2008 quarterly meeting, as submitted.
Financial Report.  Mrs. Hoffman reviewed the financial report for October 3 through December 5.  A $2,620.03 grant reimbursement for the third quarter was received from DCR.  Expenses of $607.65 included additional expenses for the October meeting, copying costs for July through October, expenses for the Rainwater Harvesting workshop in October, and a speaker’s stipend for the July meeting.  The balance of funds on December 5 was $18,032.86.  Mrs. Hoffman reviewed expenditures for calendar year 2008.  They closely followed the $13,000 budget outlined in the grant from DCR.  She outlined the 2009 grant proposal to DCR for $13,000, which was approved by the Council at its October meeting.  Line items were similar to those in the 2008 budget.  Copies of the 2009 grant proposal were distributed to those who had not received it in October.  The proposal included an overview, proposed activities, outcomes and a budget.  It also included a detailed explanation of how the typical 100 hours are spent to support the Council and Roundtable each quarter and a description of how SWCD travel expenses were estimated.  Hearing no objection, Mr. Christian accepted the financial report.
The 2008 Roundtable.   Mrs. Hoffman prepared a summary of Roundtable meetings and activities in 2008.  Meeting themes included Graywater in January, hosted by the JMSWCD, Low Impact Development and Stormwater in April, hosted by NVSWCD, Urban Nutrient Management in July, hosted by PWSWCD, and Water ReUse in October, hosted by NVSWCD and Loudoun Water.  Mrs. Cross suggested using this summary as the basis for a PWR annual report.  Mrs. Hoffman reported that the PWR Fact Sheet has been updated.  It provides an overview of the Roundtable’s goals and activities, a list of the members and officers, and other information.  It is available to Council and Roundtable members to distribute to their colleagues.  Anyone who would like a supply should contact her.
Host Districts for 2009.  Mrs. Hoffman confirmed the following quarterly meeting dates and host districts:

January 9, 2009 – John Marshall SWCD 
April 3, 2009 – Northern Virginia SWCD  (tentative – switching with Tri-County/City)
July 10, 2009 – Northern Neck SWCD  (tentative)
October 2, 2009 – Loudoun SWCD (tentative – meeting may be held in Shepherdstown, WV, in conjunction with the annual Chesapeake Watershed Forum)
The Prince William SWCD and Tri-County/City SWCDs have a bye in 2009.
Nominating Committee Report and Election of Officers.  Mr. Peterson reported that the nominating committee recommended John Kelley (NNSWCD) for Chair and Paige Thacker (PWSWCD) for Vice-Chair of the Potomac Council for 2009.  There were no other nominations from the floor.  A motion (Peterson) passed to close the nominations and elect by acclamation John Kelly as Chair and Paige Thacker as Vice-Chair.  The Northern Virginia SWCD will continue to carry out the duties of Secretary-Treasurer.   
Sally Ormsby Memorial Fund.  Mr. Peterson noted that the Sally B. Ormsby Memorial Fund has been established by the NVSWCD, as requested by Mrs. Ormsby’s family.  Mrs. Cross suggested including a tribute to Sally Ormsby in the annual report.  In addition to serving as Chair of the Potomac Council, Mrs. Ormsby was chair of the VASWCD Urban Committee, helped annually to develop the Association’s legislative agenda, and was active in matters involving stormwater.  She was especially interested in the development of an Urban BMP Cost Share and Tax Credit program in Virginia.
District Highlights.  District representatives provided highlights from the past year and those planned for the coming year.  John Marshall SWCD returned responsibility for the E&S Program to Fauquier County, with E&S staff transferring from the District to the County.  JMSWCD also sponsored two rain barrel workshops.  The Prince William SWCD completed the first year of its $250,000 grant to demonstrate BMPs on horse-keeping operations.  PWSWCD also is in the process of establishing a 501(c)3.  Tri-County/City is nearing its goal of providing supplies for a bucket project in all elementary schools.  Also, in support of its “No Child Left Inside” concept, the TCCSWCD is encouraging the establishment of 10’ x 10’ no mow areas at each school, where students will be able to make observations.  The Loudoun SWCD sponsored 10 rain barrel workshops.  The Northern Virginia SWCD worked with a community to implement a demonstration project using low impact development techniques to control stormwater.  In addition, education, mini-grants and technical assistance are being provided to individual homeowners who want to implement better controls on their properties.  NVSWCD partnered with Arlington and Falls Church to help citizens create 900 rain barrels.  Northern Neck SWCD is taking the lead on encouraging LID practices.  Efforts include education and rainwater harvesting.  
Comments from DCR.  Jack Frye, Director of the Soil and Water Conservation Division of DCR, thanked all the Districts for their support and involvement in the Potomac Council and Potomac Watershed Roundtable.  He said that a review of Roundtable topics over the past several years shows that the Roundtable has been on the cutting-edge since its founding.  He noted that the first denial of a ground water withdrawal permit was issued during the past year.  This action supports the encouraging the use of multiple sources of water, including rain barrels.  Currently, rainwater harvesting and water reuse are encouraged, but neither are for potable use.  He said in the future, we must look toward both water management and better growth management.  For example, Newport News has been trying for many years to acquire more source water, yet it is getting rid of 46 inches of rainfall per year, which also is contributing to stream degradation.  He noted that energy will not get cheaper, and it takes energy to clean water.  
 The next meeting of the Potomac Council will be held on January 9, 2009 at Lord Fairfax Community College in Warrenton.  The host District will be the John Marshall SWCD.  

Mr. Christian adjourned the meeting at 6:15 p.m.  Following the meeting, the Council hosted a social held in the VASWCD President Ricky Rash’s hospitality suite.
Respectfully submitted, 
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Diane Hoffman

Handouts:  

Potomac Council Representatives and Alternates for 2009

Host Districts and meeting dates for 2009

Minutes, October 3, 2008 meeting


Financial Report for 2008

Grant Proposal for 2009 

2008 Potomac Watershed Roundtable Summary


PWR Fact Sheet – 2008 
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