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Vice Chairman Paige Thacker called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  Those present were:

   Paige Thacker, Prince William SWCD Represntative

   John Peterson, Northern Virginia SWCD Representative

   Bob Hunt, Tri-County/City SWCD Representative

   Jim Christian, Loudoun SWCD Representative
   Pete Holden, Loudoun SWCD Alternate

   Kelly Vanover, DCR

   Debbie Cross, DCR 

   Bob Slusser, DCR

   Larry Wilkinson, NRCS

   Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD  
Approval of Minutes.  A motion (Peterson-Christian) passed to approve the minutes of the 
July 11, 2008 meeting.  
Financial Report.  Mrs. Hoffman reviewed the financial report for the second quarter of 2008 (July through September).  A $3,952 grant reimbursement for the second quarter was received from DCR.  Expenses of $3,310.03 included the quarterly Council and Roundtable support, website maintenance, additional costs incurred by PWSWCD for the July meeting, the host district stipend to NVSWCD for the October 3 meeting, and the donation sent previously to VA Tech in lieu of a reimbursement to WSSI for meeting expenses.  The balance of funds on October 3, 2008 was $16,020.48.  Mrs. Hoffman will prepare and send the third quarter report and reimbursement request to DCR.  A motion (Peterson-Christian) passed to accept the Financial Report.
DCR Grant for 2009.  Mrs. Hoffman said DCR has advised that the Council may apply for a grant to support the 2009 program, in an amount similar to the current grant.  Should the Council and Roundtable decide to sponsor a Forum in 2009, the additional $2,000 that would be needed would be considered.   It was decided not to hold a forum in 2009; however, should an opportunity arise to sponsor an event, or to partner with an organization such as the Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the International Erosion Control Association for an event, the Council would consider it.  A motion (Peterson-Christian) passed to submit a grant request to DCR for $13,000 to support the Council and Roundtable in 2009.   Mr. Slusser suggested that one of the quarterly meetings might focus on the new stormwater regulations that should be in place by next spring.  
Council Representatives and Alternates for 2009.   Mrs. Thacker reminded that SWCDs need to appoint Council Representatives and Alternates who will serve from December 2008 until the Annual Meeting in December 2009.  They should be appointed before the December 2008 Annual Meeting, when officers are elected for the following year.  Representatives must be SWCD directors.  Alternates may be directors, associate directors, or staff.  

Nominating Committee.  Mrs. Thacker appointed John Peterson as chair of the Nominating Committee to develop a slate for Chairman and Vice Chairman from among the Council Representatives.  The election will be held at the Annual Meeting in December.  Mr. Christian said he would help.  
Meeting Dates and Hosts for 2009.  Mrs. Thacker said the proposed dates for 2009 Council and Roundtable quarterly meetings are January 9, April 3, July 10 and October 2.  Following the established rotation among the six SWCDs, the hosts for 2009 would be John Marshall, Loudoun, Tri-County/City and Northern Neck.  Northern Virginia and Prince William are scheduled for a bye.  It was noted that it might be best if Tri-County/City and Northern Neck were not on the same rotation schedule.  Currently those paired for byes are JMSWCD and LSWCD / TCCSWCD and NNSWCD / and NVSWCD and PWSWCD.  Mrs. Hoffman will check to see if either TCC or NN and another SWCD would like to switch rotation schedules.   
2008 Annual Meeting.  Council members agreed tentatively to hold the Annual Meeting and Social on Sunday evening, December 7 in Roanoke, just prior to the start of VASWCD Annual Meeting.  Mrs. Cross will check with VASWCD regarding reserving a room for the meeting and an appropriate time (usually 5:00 p.m.).  Mr. Peterson will ask VASWCD President Ricky Rash if he would host the social in his suite.  Mrs. Cross will check to see if the suite is large enough to accommodate the Social.  Each SWCD will be asked to bring wine and/or other beverages, plus an item for the refreshment table.  Mr. Holden said Loudoun SWCD would bring a large vegetable tray, wine and root beer.  Either Mr. Holden or Mr. Peterson will bring a case of beer.  Mrs. Cross reminded that each District should remember to invite to the Council’s Annual Meeting and Social their Directors, Associates, District staff, NRCS staff, spouses and guests who plan to attend the VASWCD meeting.  Mrs. Hoffman will send invitations to the VASWCD Board and staff, the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board, and key staff who will be attending from DCR and NRCS.
PWR Membership Committee.    Mrs. Thacker asked for reports on tasks assigned in July.  Mr. Slusser said he checked with the Alexandria Seaport Foundation (boating interest), and it was not interested.  Mr. Hunt checked with Senator Stuart, representing the 28th District, who said he was interested in serving on the Roundtable.  This suggestion has been passed on to PWR Chair Penny Gross.  Mr. Hunt said he checked with the Coastal Conservation Association and they were interested in sending someone who would represent the fishing interests.  He will check with the Power Squadron regarding boating interests.  Ms. Thacker said she would check with several Extension Agents for leads for the Agriculture interest alternate position.  Mrs. Hoffman said she would check with Angler Environmental regarding the alternate position for Construction, Development, and Real Estate.  Also, Mrs. Hoffman will check with Mrs. Kurpiel on her research on potential candidates for the Waste Management and Recycling position and the American Canoe Association for the boating interest.  She also will check with Stuart McKenzie for suggestions of candidates from among commercial fishing interests.  A motion (Peterson-Christian) passed that the Council as a whole assume the responsibility of the Membership Committee.  
Rain Water Harvesting Workshop – Oct 22.  Mr. Slusser said there will be a Rain Water Harvesting Workshop at the Northern Virginia Center in Falls Church on October 22.  He said the Roundtable is one of the sponsors, and will help with publicity and registration.  It also will provide refreshments.  

Exhibit at State Fair.  Mr. Hunt said he had volunteered at the SWCD exhibit at the State Fair in Richmond this year.  He said it was an excellent exhibit – well done and with a great deal of information about soils.  He suggested expanding the exhibit to include information about water, as well.  Since water issues are a primary concern and activity of many SWCDs, it would be a good thing to keep this in mind next spring, when plans get underway for the 2009 exhibit at the State Fair. 

Next Meeting and Adjournment.  The next meeting will be the Council’s Annual Meeting, tentatively scheduled for 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 7 at the Roanoke Plaza.  Mrs. Thacker adjourned the meeting at 9:55 a.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 
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