Potomac Council Meeting Notes
July 8, 2011
Attendees:
Bob Hunt, Acting Chair Tri-County/City SWCD
Jim Christian, Loudoun SWCD
Chuck Hoysa, John Marshall SWCD
Elizabeth Ward, Prince William SWCD
Bib Slusser, and Debbie Cross DCR
Larry Wilkinson, NRCS
*No representation from Northern Virginia or Northern Neck SWCDs

Bob Hunt volunteered to preside over the meeting in the absence of John Kelly who was unable to attend.

Minutes:  Motion passed to approve the minutes of April 1, 2011(Christian, Ward)

Treasurer’s Report:  Financial report was accepted and filed for audit (Christina, Ward)

Old Business:
Potomac Council Annual Meeting:  Mr. Hunt reminded the group that this is the time to begin planning for the annual meeting that is held in December at the VASWCD meeting.  In 2010 there were several concerns expressed concerning efficiency, size of room, expense, and overall displeasure with the outcome of the 2010 social.  The Council asked Diane Hoffman to coordinate with the VASWCD to what can be done to improve some of the shortcomings in 2010.  The Council agreed to co-host the social with the VSWCD for at least once more year in hopes things would improve in 2011.

New Business:
Streambank Restoration Efforts: Elizabeth Ward reported on her attendance at the Quantico Creek Watershed Study meeting.  Her remarks focused on the high rate of erosion in stream beds and the need for more stream restoration efforts and getting those stream bank restoration efforts accepted as approved BMPs in the Chesapeake Bay Model.  If the model would accept stream bank restoration as an urban/suburban BMP then there may be a way to broker the credits, and districts may develop a niche to provide technical assistance.  Possibilities could include funding from private sources, homeowners, developers as well as corporate sponsors.  There is a need to establish quantifiable measure as stream sedimentation continues to be a big pollution contributor to the Chesapeake Bay.  Ms. Ward suggested that “power stakeholders” need to be engaged to push EPA to change the model.  Bob Hunt suggested that the issue be elevated to the Potomac Watershed Roundtable for political support.

Purchase of Development Rights:  A topic for a future PWR meeting might be to have counties share how they are trading using the purchase of development rights programs.

DCR Greater emphasis on Urban: Tri-County/City SWCD perceives that DCR is now placing greater emphasis on urban as evidenced in the recent name change to Division of Stormwater Management.  He asked if the DCR reorganization will change the membership of the PWR?  DCR will have to be asked how they want to be represented or the PWR will have to decide how they want Daniel Moore and Kelly Vanover to participate as both are now from the same Division of DCR.  It was noted that stormwater falls on both ag and urban lands and that all rainfall is stormwater.

Meeting adjourned at 9:50 am.
Respectfully submitted
Deborah B. Cross

